
Canal Creek Memorial Service 
 

On December 6th, 2003 a group in Australia held a memorial of the 
“Canal Creek” crash at the exact site of the crash.  Notes and pictures of 
the memorial are included in this document.  The  organizer of this 
memorial was Mary O’Brien of the Capricorn Coast Historical Society 
Association in Australia.  Peter Murray and Cheryl Cooper, both from 
Australia, have, along with Mary and several others, been a great help to 
me over the years as I try to understand more about the Canal Creek crash.  
They have  very generously allowed use of their pictures and written 
materials on this site. 

 
(Program from the day of the Canal Creek Memorial Service) 

 

 
 
 
 

Canal Creek Memorial Service (December 6, 2003) 
Canal Creek Memorial Service 

 



C-47 Tail Number VHCHR, crashed 8:50 am hours, 19th December 1943 
Presented by the Capricorn Coast Historical Society Ass. 

National Anthem of the United States of America 
National Anthem of Australia 

Welcome by the President of CCHS, Helena Moxham 
Speaker, Mary O’Brien 

(Background and circumstances leading to the C-47 Crash at Canal 
Creek.) 

Service conducted by Graham Ivers of the Salvation Army 
Reading the Names and Placing of flowers 

The Last Post – Bugler, Graham Ivers 
One Minute of Silence for the Fallen 

Recital of the Ode 
Reveille – Bugler, Graham Ivers 

Closure by Col Benson Hon. Colonel US Fifth Air Force, Kentucky Colonel, 
Mackay Historian, Vietnam Veteran 

Inspection of Crash Site 
Move to location near the homestead for morning tea. 

Speaker: Mary O’Brien 
(The story of the aftermath of the Crash) 

Morning Tea Served 
 

 
 
 
 

These following pictures were provided by Cheryl Cooper.  Cheryl’s father, 
Mr. Frank Rumpf, also took the black & white photos below in late 
afternoon on December 19, 1943 after the bodies had been removed from 
the crash site.  He was one of the four people nearby that witnessed the 
crash and is pictured in a few of the pictures below holding an umbrella. 

 



 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
http://www.ozatwar.com/ozcrashes/qld56.htm 
http://aviation-safety.net/database/record.php?id=19431219-0 
http://500thbsq-b25s.com/mem/canalcreek.html 
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